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OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY OF DEFENSE
WASHINGTON 25, D. C.
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MEMORANDUM FOR THE RECORD

SUBJECT: Cuba

Former Cuban An:bassador Arroyo, accompanied by Capt., Manuel
. Giberga, former Chief of Naval Intelligence of Cuba, called upon me
on the afternoon of September 27th and stated that they had come to bring
i6:€¢ up to date on the Cuban situation and to nwke a request that his repcrt
would be taken to the level of the Secretary of Defense., Mzr. Clyde &,
iliiott was also yresent during the conversation.

Formwer Ambassador Arroyo stated that Fvilio Duque, Head of
the Rebel Croups now fighting against Castrou in Cuba, had visited him
two days prior to our conversation. He stated that he had been in close
contact with Dugue for a long period of tirne and has been assisting hinr
in every way pogsible. e also stated that Marcelino Carcia is second
in command of this Rebel movement. lie endoresed Carcia very highly
and stated that Carcia had worked for him for a neriod of time before
he became Ambassador from Cuba to the U. 5, Arrovo sesmed to bave
great confidence in Garcia and said that Garcia is really the '‘brains”
o the Rebel movement in Cuba at this tinme. Arroys went on to state
as follows:

ta} That Evilio Duque is operatin: in the Escan bray Mountains
at the present tirre and has been doing considerable darcage to Castro's
formations by sabotage and ambushes but that his operationa were
sreatly reduced because of the lack of explosives, arms, and amrrnunition.

{b} That the Rebel moven-ent in Cuba is now formed into four
proups and have a relationship under the leadership >f ¥vilio Duque
gimilar to a "Confederation’ .

{c} That the Rebel leaders in Cuba, upoan his advice, have now
decided that Castro must be overthrown at the earliest time by the
Cubans themeelves operating within Cuba.

{d) That Rebel leaders want no relationship with any of the Cuban
palitical groups now in exile in the United States. He was particularly
bitter in his denouncement of Verona, wko is now the Head of the
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fevolutionary Council in Miami, sayiag thai in the 4. yoars that verona
had been an adult strong ciugh to fight that he nad never participsied

in any of the Revolutions in Cuba within that perisd Ui tine. ile also
expreseed hie feeling that Verona is probably the n.ost unpepular el
that could of been chosen tc head any poiticel graup, particularly amwong
the Cubans remaining in Cuba.

{e) That Evilio Dugue now has three siups under his couiroi and
can move arme, armmuiiion, asd supplies to groups iuio Cuba if they
are made available.

{f) That the entire undergrount Foversut ias HowW been coniederaied
into four groups, under the general leadership oi Eviliv Lugque.

{g) That the attitude ~f the pessants nas rac.caily changed wathun
the past few rmonths and that they are pavang consiceraile support to the
iiebel groups because of their hatred for Casiro and his ieadersaip. kie
clairned that only 15% of the Cubans would really su part Castro in case
of a showdown and that apprexirnately 40% were gitting on tae fence wait-
ing to see whether or not any operation could be successiul against Castry
and his forces. It is his belief that if there was the slightest chance fer
she Hebel movement to pucceed, this 4U% of tae pevple would immediately
support the Rebel groups.

{h) That there are rrany men wao want {o join cae Repel groups
but cannot because of the shortage of arm#, anunumion, ami explusives.
iie emphasiged the fact that the Rebels would ask ior no aid of any kind
except arms, amrounition, end supplies sufficient t» enable thers to over-
throw Castro.

{i} That food shortages have becormne crilicat axi peopie have o
stand in line for hours to get the few supplies that are available and the
general public is becoming mmore disgusted with the (astro regiime day vy
day.

{(;} That the Cuban Army Emblem prior to { astro was a round
satch worn on the sleeves of the unifors: and painte: on various iypes
of equipment. This patch was red with a white star. Lastro has now suv-
stituted the hammer and siczle for the white star o the old Cuban ghoulder
patch,

{k) That he had made a considerable study of what had happened
to the 25, 900 children who were sent to Kussa iror: spain in 1938 aite s
the Spanish Civil War, and he has found that upon roaching ussia they
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were settled in a village by themselves whicih was vwilt to have a Spanisn
atmosphere and that from: the time of their arrival until even today those
who managed to survive were indoctrinated in the Marxism theory and
all have become hardened (emmunists. {hese bpaniards retained their
language and were also taught to speak ussian tluenily.

{1} That Castro, since his take-oveF of tae L uban guvernasil,
has sent 14,300 blank paseports to Kussia io e aseu by the Kussians
in sending these Spaniards to Cuba and other L.aiin sanerican countries
ae Cuban citizens, He clairns that at least jd, vil o these indoctrinated
Spaniards are now either travelling in iatin American countrics as Cubans
or serving in Cuban Exbhasgies wherever they arve L.caled, :le further
stated that they are actually under Soviet conteoi throu h the cooperstion
nf Castro,

{zrn} That the Cuban troops ana militia have ioe finest Lype i

waapons and that many are srmed with the NATO rifles,

{n) That Castro ig smuggling arms nts vencauwela in large
quantities, e claims to have irrefutable evideace s s particulax
noint,

Former Ambassador ATToyo musie & Very siivilg plea ivr aving,
arsrounition, explosives, ana some ioud supplies iu viJer that the febel
sToups nOwW opposing Castro might expaid thelr operations against the
Castro forces, ile suggested that they be supplied through a third
country., He also siad that he had discuesed tis maiter of providing
supplies to the Rebel groupe with several Latin Arerican Ambassadors,
and he felt sure that Guatenala, Venezuela and Nicaragua would be glad
to cover for the United States if a decidivn cuuld be aade to support the

#ehels in this way.,
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The attached memorandurmrror—Tmre—record
came in an envelope addressed to General
Cabell. A copy is being held for him and copies
have also been sent to DD/P and C/WH.
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